
The gleaming 380 is teeming with
excited, inquisitive boat show
punters. “How’re you going?”

comes a happy call from the dock. “We
thought this looked like one of Julian's
boats!” Frank and Val Pate step aboard
and greet Julian Griffiths like an old
mate, which he is, after building their last
immaculate Pescott, Playtime. The fact
that Julian Griffiths quality of work has
become a recognisable trademark has a
lot to do with how the Stallion Story
began. This, and the entrepreneurial
talents of young Dave Biggar has seen the
creation of a fresh new build company
who are definitely on the right track to
success in a tight field.

Dave, National Sabot Champion and
avid multihull enthusiast had a brain
wave early in 2006. Recognising a
market need for a Sports Cruiser at an
affordable price, he did his research and
decided the Spirited 380 was the way to
go. Here was an innovative and eye
catching design with an ingenious kit
system which would minimise build time
(and hence overall cost) and almost be a
pleasure to work on. And he had no doubt
the resulting boat would be a hit in the
market place. 

But his plan called for an
uncompromising builder - one with a
track record of excellence, staying power
and, of course, a ‘nice bloke’ demeanour!
It wasn’t long before his search through
the network led him to Julian and the
Stallion Marine concept truly began to
take shape. 

“We’d actually both sailed at the Noosa
Yacht and Rowing Club but had never
crossed paths.” says Julian. “I was ready
to try something on a larger scale and was
already impressed by Craig Schionning’s
design. Daves bigger picture also made
good sense. We got on well, shared
similar ideas and I could see straight
away that we’d work well together.” 
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Spirited 380
Just two weeks before the boat show,

Stallion Marines first Spirited 380 was
carefully placed on the truck and carried
to touchdown at Mooloolabah. It had been
six and a half months since Julian, Dave
and two other builders took possession of
the kit - and went for it! The result? An
impeccably built and finished cat for
delighted new owners, John and Sue
Hope. And the start of something big for
Stallion Marine.

As usual, no launch is really complete
without the odd hiccup, in this case, a
slight misjudgement of the tides! But in
typical 'she'll be right 'attitude, the 4 tonne
boat was set free of the sand with just a
meagre push/lift manouevre by a small
group of the Stallion 'herd'. 

The next day the rig went on, followed
on Thursday by the sails. The boys could
hardly wait to get out there on their
creation and Friday saw an exuberant
crew head out for a hoot. David, Julian,
Yancy and Godfrey (from Ullman Sails
Sunshine Coast), Ian McMahon (Stallion
builder) and young Jay Sherwell (Stallion
apprentice) were more than rapped when
the Spirited 380 glided along at 23kts in
3.0m seas and about 20-25kts of breeze
with minimum sail. Young Jay had never
sailed a multi before and his huge grin
confirmed he'd picked the right
apprenticeship!

Saturday rolled on and saw some more
serious test sails ensue, (in other words -
more fun!) before a photo shoot on
Sunday. Owners John and Sue finally got
a look in and chance to enjoy their very
first multihull. Their smiles probably beat
Jays in the stoked department!

So whaddya do when you have three
days to get your new boat to the boat
show? Make it a Surf Safari of course!
With seven boards on the tramps, the
Stallion crew set off on the following Friday
to enjoy the cruisability of the boat they'd
created. "We had a dream run" said David
"maintaining 18 knots most of the time in
about 18-20 knots of NE, without
screecher or spinnaker. (cos we didnt
have any yet!) and enjoying the odd stop
for a surf. The boat was really comfortable
as well, even with seven motley crew
aboard!"

And the highlight of the trip? "Scurfing
behind the boat outside the Seaway!" all
agree. So you could kind of say the first
Stallion Spirited 380 literally surfed into the
scene at Sanctuary Cove. And the wake
barrels on!

So with the initial plan in place, the
intrepid pair set off south to meet Craig,
trusting the idea would make as much
good sense to him too.The meeting was a
successful collaboration between like
minded enthusiasts, Craig was delighted
to have Stallions considerable expertise
available for those clients without the
time to build a Spirited 380 themselves
while Dave and Julian were thrilled to
have Craig's valuable support.

“Craig was happy to approve our
suggested modifications such as the
positioning of head sail winches, changes
to bathroom layout, hydraulic as opposed
to cable steering, more cockpit seating
and storage etc.” says Dave. “We’re also
happy to customise further to suit clients
specific needs and will continue to have
such changes approved by the designer
himself.”

Stallions snappy marketing and soft
sell approach is also in line with Craig's
philosophy, namely. “If the boat is well
priced, aesthetically pleasing and
measures up to all its design criteria, there
shouldn’t be a need to push clients at all.” 

The essence of the Spirited Design and
Stallion Marine collaboration was
displayed perfectly at the Sanctuary Cove
Show. The two boats side by side, each
with their individual differences but
exuding the same friendly vibe aboard
and level of excellence from start to

finish. Potential clients had their field of
choices expanded to enable the dream to
become that much more accessible.
Response was, needless to say,
tremendous. “We also had a huge amount
of interest on the upcoming 480.” says
Julian. “So it’s lucky we’ve got a nice
new big shed!” 

With a veritable stampede of orders
about to happen, Stallion are positioned
well. “With our new ‘headquarters’ at
Yandina on the Sunshine Coast, we
envisage producing  five to six boats per
year with a five month build time per
boat, three boats at once.” he says. “We
now have several hand picked builders
and also have apprenticeships happening
so we’re very happy with what we’ve
achieved since launching the company in
August 2006. We use the cost effective
and very safe service of a hydraulic lift
house removal truck to get the boats to
the water - Mooloolabah is just 40
minutes away and Brisbane only an hour.
It’s a great setup.”

Stallion Marine is really offering
something exciting for potential buyers -
the chance to have a thoroughbred kit
boat built by a team of enthusiastic
professional builders at an affordable
price. It may be early days for Stallion
Marine but with such solid foundations,
it’s bound to be a long and satisfying ride
ahead. �

Scurfing behind the boat outside the
Seaway! (above)

152 Multihull World



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /None
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Kingswood Press)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


